
 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Digital Skills 
Preparing young people for the future 
of work in the digital era 1 



 

2    Digital Skills 

 

1 Decent Jobs for Youth ς the global initiative for action 

1.1 Objective 

Decent Jobs for Youth is the global initiative to scale up action and impact on youth employment under 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Launched in 2016 with the endorsement of the executive 
heads of the United Nations, Decent Jobs for Youth is a unique platform for partners to address 
fragmentation and catalyse effective, innovative and evidence-
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1.5 Digital skills for youth  

1.5.1 Approach 

The Digital Skills for Youth thematic priority focuses on two mutually reinforcing pathways: 

1. A global campaign 1  to mobilize public and private stakeholders to equip young people with 
employment-

http://news.itu.int/digital-skills-itu-and-ilo-launch-global-campaign-to-train-5-million-youths/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Digital-Inclusion/Documents/ITU%20Digital%20Skills%20Toolkit.pdf
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2 Why action is needed 

Due to technological advancements and automation, the demand for digital skills has been growing 
at an unprecedented rate.3 Working and learning are no longer the same. Collaboration takes place 
online, not in person. But underlying all these many changes is one constant: digital coges is  is needed

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_737648.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/896971468194972881/310436360_20160263021240/additional/102725-PUB-Replacement-PUBLIC.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/896971468194972881/310436360_20160263021240/additional/102725-PUB-Replacement-PUBLIC.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/ict-work-digital-skills-workplace
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/ict-work-digital-skills-workplace
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/new-report-shows-digital-skills-are-required-all-types-jobs
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/new-report-shows-digital-skills-are-required-all-types-jobs
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/china/reskilling-china-transforming-the-worlds-largest-workforce-into-lifelong-learners
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/china/reskilling-china-transforming-the-worlds-largest-workforce-into-lifelong-learners
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/computer-and-information-technology/home.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/computer-and-information-technology/home.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/publication/wcms_755663.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/publication/wcms_755663.pdf
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According to a recent finding by UNICEF, based on a study of 8 countries across sub-Saharan Africa, up 
to 20% of adolescent boys between the age of 15-18 are equipped with ICT skills and even less so for 

https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/covid-19-and-education-the-digital-gender-divide-among-adolescents-in-sub-saharan-africa/
https://blogs.unicef.org/evidence-for-action/covid-19-and-education-the-digital-gender-divide-among-adolescents-in-sub-saharan-africa/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/digital-inclusion-and-web-accessibility-brochure
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/digital-inclusion-and-web-accessibility-brochure
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2.1 What are 

/index.php/digital-skills-toolkit
/index.php/main-activities/research-publications/digital-skills-insights/digital-skills-assessment-guidebook
/index.php/main-activities/research-publications/digital-skills-insights/digital-skills-assessment-guidebook
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3 Action on digital skills for youth 

3.1 Reaching scale requires the active involvement of multiple partners to 
advocate, mobilize resources, share knowledge and implement tested and 
innovative interventions.  

Ministries of ICT, digital transformation, 
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4 The digital skills campaign 

The digital skills campaign is the global initiative to scale up action and impact on skills development of 
young people in support of the 2030 Agenda.  Under this campaign, partners 

https://www.decentjobsforyouth.org/campaign/digital-skills


 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact  decentjobsforyouth@ilo.org 

hcbmail@itu.int 

Engage https://www.decentjobsforyouth.org/campaign/digital-skills  

Follow @decentjobsyouth 

Share #decentjobsforyouth 

mailto:decentjobsforyouth@ilo.org
https://www.decentjobsforyouth.org/campaign/digital-skills
https://twitter.com/decentjobsyouth

