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1. Introduction and Opening 

The virtual Steering Committee meeting for the ITU Europe Centres of Excellence (EUR 
CoE) was held on 9 April 2020. The objective of the meeting was to discuss the COVID-19 
situation and its impact on the implementation of the trainings planned by the Centres 
of Excellence for 2020. The meeting was organized by ITU and chaired by the Steering 
Committee Chair, Ms. Inga RIMKEVIČIENĖ, Head of International and Public Relations 
Division, Strategy Department, Communications Regulatory Authority of the Republic of 
Lithuania. 

The Chairperson welcomed the participants to the meeting. Setting the context was 
provided by Mr. Jaroslaw PONDER, Head of the ITU Office for Europe and Susan 
TELTSCHER, Head of Capacity and Digital Skills Development Division. Participants were 
also greeted by Ms. Lidia STĘPIŃSKA-USTASIAK, Chair of GCBI and Deputy Director of the 
Foreign Affairs Department, Office of Electronic Communications of the Republic of 
Poland.  

Following a round of introductions, ITU explained the objective of the meeting and the 
procedures to be followed in conducting the meeting. It was highlighted that the 
objective of the meeting was primarily to assess the status of implementation of CoE 
training activities for 2020 and the potential impact COVID-19 could have especially on 
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FEEIT  

In case the COVID-19 situation lasts, the CoE will not be impacted on the format of its 

courses. The trainings will still be maintained as online courses. 

Training course topic  CoE Starting date End date Training type COVID-19 

Future broadband internet, cloud computing and 
IoT 

FEEIT 05.26.2020 06.22.2020 Online 
No changes 

Mobile broadband internet, 5G and future 
services 

FEEIT 11.17.2020 12.14.2020 Online 
No changes 

 

ICTP  

In case the COVID-19 situation lasts, the CoE is considering using ITU Academy as the 

online platform. Issues raised on formatting online were:  

 Online payment feasibility for the courses that were planned in AFR region 

 Format to be determined 

Training course topic  CoE 
Starting 
date 

End date 
Training 
type 

COVID-19 
New price 

Data Science: technical & business 
aspects for open innovation 

ICTP 08.10.2020 08.12.2020 F-T-F 
Online 
feasible 

To be revised 

Trends and advances in Data Science, 
Machine Learning and Artificial Neural 
Networks 

ICTP 08.13.2020 08.14.2020 F-T-F 
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NIT  

In case the COVID-19 situation lasts, the CoE is considering using ITU Academy as the 

online platform. NIT will let trainers decide on postponing courses or migrating to an 

online format. Issues raised on formatting online were:  

 The CoE would need real time possibility (livestream) as they will not be able to 
record the courses before they take place.  

Training course topic  CoE Starting date End date 
Training 
type 

COVID-19 

Security and QoS in internet network NIT 04.13.2020 04.20.2020 Online No changes 

Legal, regulatory and technical aspects of cloud 
computing in international data transfers 

NIT 06.15.2020 06.22.2020 Online 
No changes 

Technical, business and regulatory aspects of 5G 
networks 

NIT 08.24.2020 08.31.2020 Online 
No changes 

QoS technologies and regulation for fixed and 
mobile 

NIT 09.28.2020 10.05.2020 Online 
No changes 

Key aspects and Governance of Internet of Things, 
Big Data, and Artificial Intelligence  

NIT 10.22.2020 23.10.2020 F-T-F 
Postponed 

Legal aspects of artificial intelligence in business, 
household and public sector 

NIT 12.08.2020 12.09.2020 F-T-F 
Postponed 

 

NRD-CS  

In case the COVID-19 situation lasts, the CoE is considering using ITU Academy as the 

online platform. For now, already one of their courses “Building an effective 

cybersecurity team” has been postponed to October. As the second course will take 

place in September, no commitments on whether or not it will be online or physical has 

been done. NRD will come back in in012  TJ
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ONAT 

For now, all courses have been postponed until autumn (dates TBC). In case the COVID-

19 situation lasts, the CoE is considering using their own online platform as a first step. 

However, if time permits, the CoE stands ready to be trained to use the ITU Academy as 

the online platform. It was raised that the format of the courses will be determined 

later.  

Training course topic  CoE 
Starting 
date 

End date 
Training 
type 

COVID-19 
New 
price 

The use of adaptive technologies to 
transmit video over radio channels 

ONAT Postponed Postponed F-T-F 
Online 
feasible 

To be 
revised 

Building broadband telemedicine networks 
and providing e-health services at the local, 
regional and national levels 

ONAT Postponed Postponed F-T-F 
Online 
feasible 

To be 
revised 

Technical operation of information 
networks 

ONAT 
Postponed Postponed 

F-T-F 
Online 
feasible 

To be 
revised 

Features of 5G technology implementation 
at the local (some towns), regional (district, 
region) and national level 

ONAT Postponed Postponed 
F-T-F 
remote  

Online 
feasible 
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CoEs confirmed that they have been put in contact with the ITU Focal Points relevant to 

CoEs’ fields of specialisation. It was concluded that the starting point will be providing 

ITU focal points with the training outlines as soon as they are available, based on which 

they could request more information 





 

Annex 1. Planned training activities for the period April to December 2020. 
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Annex 2: List of participants 

The Member States hosting CoEs: 

 Inga RIMKEVIČIENĖ, Steering Committee Chair, Head of International and Public 

Relations Division, Strategy Department, Communications Regulatory Authority 

of the Republic of Lithuania 

 Lidia STĘPIŃSKA-USTASIAK, Chair of GCBI and Deputy Director of the Foreign 

Affairs Department, Office of Electronic Communications of the Republic of 

Poland  

Centres of Excellence: 

 Toni JANEVSKI, FEEIT, North Macedonia    

 Clement ONIME, ICTP, Italy 

 Marco ZENNARO, ICTP, Italy 

 Dmytro CHARKASHYN, ISS, Germany 

 Swantje WESTPFAHL, ISS, Germany 
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