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4th Steering Committee Meeting for the Centres of Excellence Network 

for Africa  

Hôtel AZALAI Marcory, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire,  

8 – 10 November 2017 

 

 
Report 
 

1.  Venue:  Hôtel AZALAI Marcory, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
2.  Agenda:  The adopted agenda is attached as annex to this report. 
3.  Participants:     The list of participants is attached as annex to this report  
 
Opening ceremony 
 

On Wednesday 8th November 2017 from 09:00 am to 10:45 am, the opening ceremony was 
held, with the welcoming remarks of the Director General of ESATIC, 
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Ministry recalled the Ivorian Government's commitment to turn Côte d'Ivoire into an ICT Hub 
in Africa. He stated that training has a key role in building the digital economy and 
development of Cote d’Ivore, and hopes that as ITU CoEs focus on priority areas, they can 
broaden their scope to work on other topics. Once again, he extended the Minister's 
congratulations to the countries that were present and sincerely thanked ITU for choosing 
ESATIC to host this meeting. The Chief of Staff expressed his desire to have this collaboration 
further strengthened before declaring open the 4th Steering Committee Meeting of the ITU 
Centres of Excellence Network for Africa.  

 
Session 1 π Working methods and procedures 
 
Approval of the agenda and work schedule 
The outgoing chairman – Dr. Ikechukwu Adinde, CEO of DBI, Nigeria, presented the agenda of 
the 4th SCM for review and adoption. After discussion, the agenda and work schedule of the 
4th Steering Committee Meeting of the ITU Centres of Excellence Network for Africa were 
adopted. The agenda is attached as Appendix 1 to this document. 
As per the operational processes and procedures of the CoE network, which suggests that the 
host country should chair the Steering Committee, Dr. Ikechukwu Adinde, CEO of DBI, Nigeria, 
handed over the chairmanship to Prof. KONATE Adama, Director General of ESATIC so he can 
chair the 4th Steering Committee Meeting. Prof. KONATE Adama expressed his 
acknowledgement to ITU for his nomination. � �
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φ Decision 6 – Data base of experts is available and CoEs can send a request to ITU whenever 

they need experts and ITU will provide 

φ Decision 7 –  CoEs present reported ��
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6. The current cycle for the CoEs is coming to an end 

7. ITU will evaluate the performance of the CoEs at the end of this cycle 

8. The evaluation criteria will include number of trainings conducted, number of 

participants trained and number of international participants  

9. The selection of the CoEs for the next cycle is scheduled for 2018 

10. The CoEs should make input into the review of  the OPP document which will be used 

to guide the selection process among other things 

11. During WTDCπ17 in Argentina, the strategic plan of ITUπD action plan for the next 4 

years and regional initiatives have been adopted. These form part of the information 

needed for the selection of CoEs for the next round 

Participants from member states wanted to understand how the CoEs were established and 

why there are no CoEs in some countries. ITU explained the basis of the CoE strategy and 

informed them that ITU CoEs serve the entire region and has to reach the global market. It 

was further explained that any person interested in CoE courses should be able to enroll in 

these courses irrespective of where the CoE is located. Participants raised the concern that 

there are no courses offered in Portuguese, which makes it difficult for people in Portuguese 

speaking countries to benefit from CoE trainings. ITU briefed them that while there has been 

no CoE courses in Portuguese, ITU partners with other providers who offer courses in 

Portuguese. 

Participants from institutions that are not yet CoEs wanted to understand how they can 

become an ITU CoE. ITU explained that in general a call for applications will be made and 

interested parties will apply, CoEs will be selected and agreements to formalise the 

collaboration will be signed. ITU explained that at this stage the selection is still being 

discussed and will be made available as soon as it has been approved by the relevant 

structures. They were encouraged to keep checking the ITU Academy platform for the call for 
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collaboration between CoEs in the French 
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The Vice President of ICANN, Coordinator of the Internet Africa (Mr Pierre DANDJINOU) 

made a presentation in which the following areas of work of ICANN were shared: 

 IPv6 reinforcement capacity 

 DNS development policy 

 The positioning of Africa concerning the internet security  

 IoT 

Steering committee appreciated this presentation and suggested that more information 

should be shared between the CoE Network and ICANN to assist CoEs with ideas of what their 

role 
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 Spectrum management 

 Electronics 

 Fibre optic 

 Data analysis 

 Domain name systems 

 IoT 

 Frequency management 

 Train the trainer 

 

Session 7: Closing Ceremony 

Dr Adama Konate, thanked ITU for choosing ESATIC to host this meeting. He thanked 

representatives of member states who attend this meeting and their 
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Recommendations 

Recommendation 1: prepare if possible a waiting list of potential CoEs in order to address 
the issue of non-performance. The selection will be made at the same time as all other CoE 
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Annex 1:  4th Steering Committee Meeting for CoE Africa Network  

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 

8 π 10  November 2017  

 

Draft Agenda  

 

Wednesday 8 November 2017 (Day 1/3)

Opening ceremony 

9 :00π9 :30               Registration of participants  
 
9 :30π10 :00             Welcome Remarks : 
 

 ESATIC 

 Chairman Steering Committee 

 ITU  

 Côte d’Ivoire 
 

10 :00π10 :30  Group Photo 

10 :30π11 :00  Coffee Break 

 

11 :00π11 :30   
 
 
 
 
 
11 :30 π12 :30 

Session 1:  Working methods and procedures  

 Approval of the Agenda and Working Time  

 Election of the Chairman of the Steering Committee  

 Report of the Outgoing Chairman of the Steering Committee  

 
Session 2:  3rd SCM recommendation status  

   Decisions made  

       Recommendations   

    Action points    

 

12:30π14:00 Lunch break
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 CoEs reports and contributions  to the implementation of 2017 Actions Plan 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday   10 November 2017 ( Day 2/3) 

9:00π10:30 
 
 
 

Session 5: CoE strategy and programs 2017π2018
• Development of the training programme for 2018π by CoE (Topics; 

objectives; content; elaboration of training material; face to face or 
online courses, etc...) 

 

10:30π11:00               Coffee Break  

11:00π12:30    Session  6:  Budget 2018 
 

12:30π14:00                     Lunch Break  

14:00π15:30 Preparation of the SC report 

15:30π15:45                      Coffee break

15:45π17:00                    
 

Wrapπup: recommendations and followπup 

 Friday   10 November 2017 ( Day 3/3) 

9:00π10:30 Session 6: 
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