The global mobile learning story so far
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The $O#Al EZPAOZY YSAYPGWGYHWAZIGBY; W was a research project to investgate ways ICT
could be used to improve access and quality of teacher educaton in the global south. This study
included 12 schools in South Africa and 12 schools in Egypt.

As part of the project, each school was provided with a laptop computer and the project teachers
were given a powerful — at the tme - pocket PC (206 MHz processor) and digital camera. DEEP
professional development actvites were loaded onto the pocket PC for the teacher to access.
These resources included illustrated e-books, case studies and exemplar lessons.
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Using handheld computers
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Using a handheld computer was a new experience for all the teachers and the respondents to a
guestonnaire reported that they used the device on a regular basis for use in the classroom and
at home. This was confrmed by observatons, as the teachers typically used the devices for

a) lesson preparaton including photographs to show the students,
b) writng and recording appointments;

C) note taking during lessons;

d) m
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project for students in the UK. The Learning2Go®
implementaton that began in 2003 moved to the
use of mobile Internet enabled smartphones in
the Mobile Learning Network (MoLeNET) initatve
of 2007. MoLeNET®, working in the UK TVET
sector, is the largest mobile learning initatve to
date. MoLeNET was a three-year project from
2007-2010. Approximately 10 000 learners were
involved in the project in 2007-2008 and this
number rose to 20 000 in 2008-2009. The fndings
of this implementaton show that using mobile
phones for learning facilitated students’ retenton
and lower drop-out rates.

The English as a Second Language (ESL) project’

in 2010 was implemented at George Brown
College Canada. Students practced language
skills outside the classroom walls using mobile
devices. Web-based mobile tasks, accessible
through student-owned mobiles, were developed.
Students used their mobile devices to mediate
their communicaton and access supports for the
mobile-assisted language learning actvites. The
cross-platorm mobile learning soluton proved to
be efectve in supportng the development of ESL
skills amongst immigrant and foreign students.

Around this same tme, two universites in
Moscow provided mobile devices to the university
students. They gave students Android tablets

as they enrolled at the university. These tablets
were used to provide access to training materials,
tests, and for connectng with peers and staf.
This mobile learning initatve has been viewed as
a step towards open educaton in Russia, ofering
learning opportunites that are fexible to the
needs of the learner.

Following the positve results of the earlier W
project, other mobile learning initatves have

been implemented in South Africa during 2007-
2010. Two large projects include the Dr. Math
and Nokia MoMathse. Dr. Math is an online

math tutoring service. Free live math tutors are
available to students via feature phones with
GPRS connectvity. The low connectvity costs
are atractve to users and this service has been
used by 32 000 middle and secondary school
students. The Nokia MoMaths group used a
proprietary mobile instant messaging service
(MxIT) on feature phones to provide access to
over 10 000 math exercises. This project began
in 2008 with the focus on mathematcs students
in grade 10. This program was of voluntary use
and 3 958 students visited the service with 2 136
actve users. The fndings show that from the
grade 9 baseline, students who regularly used the
service scored 7 per cent beter on average than
peers who did not use the service regularly. The
Nokia MoMaths program grew to include in 2011
students in Finland.

A research team in the Ukraine began an initatve
in late 2009 to educate students about modern
means of communicaton. A mobile operator
worked in collaboraton with the Ministries of
Educaton, Finance, and Youth and Sports for this
initatve and the lessons have reached over 4 000
students. North America also recognized the need
to focus on the efectve use of technology. The
Internatonal Society for Technology in Educaton
(ISTE) developed a set of teacher technology
standards (ISTE Standards; formally known as

the NETS) to provide a set of standards of good
practce®. North America has also extended

the use of mobile devices in learning with
external funding of the Federal Communicatons
Commission >GAdYsY0 KY 456 07 programme

in 2010. This initatve aims primarily to increase
student access to educatonal content and to
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enable communicatons of teachers and students
through the use of online tools for educatonal
access 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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Since 2011 there has been a rise in mobile learning
initatves initated by the primary stakeholders
such as district leaders and educators. There has
been a shif from mobile devices being banned in
schools to the same devices being encouraged by
many educatonal leaders. For example, the district
leaders at Williamson School district in Tennessee
saw the potental for mobile devices in the
teaching and learning of their students and started
a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) initatve in 2011.
This initatve was district wide by 2012 in grades
3-12 (8-18 years old) involving approximately
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001211/121147e.pdf%20Accessed%207%20Nov.%202016

Global agencies are also looking at ways to use
mobile learning to support women and girls who
are marginalized in segments of today’s society.
Aligned to EFA 3, UNESCO started a project to
answer questons on how mobile learning can
be used to appropriately and efectvely support

women and girls. This project aims to answer three
driving questons:

1

How should efectve mobile learning
initatves for women and girls be designed?

How can they be created in gender-sensitve
and sustainable ways?


http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase/?menu=14&programme=146
http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase/?menu=4&programme=146
http://www.unesco.org/uil/litbase/?menu=4&programme=146







1 Text2teach: www.text2teach.org.ph/?page_id=2

2 www.wageningenur.nl/en/Publicaton-de


http://www.text2teach.org.ph/?page_id=2
http://www.wageningenur.nl/en/Publication-details.htm?publicationId=publication-way-333339313833
http://oro.open.ac.uk/17802/
http://www.aseanfoundation.org/documents/ICT4D_book_v2.pdf
https://www.wolverhampton-engage.net/sites/anonymous/Learning2GoOld/default.aspx
http://www.molenet.org.uk/
http://www.academia.edu/2032959/Palalas_A._2012_._Design_guidelines_for_a_Mobile-Enabled_Language_Learning_system_supporting_the_development_of_ESP_listening_skills_Doctoral_dissertation_Athabasca_University
http://www.academia.edu/2032959/Palalas_A._2012_._Design_guidelines_for_a_Mobile-Enabled_Language_Learning_system_supporting_the_development_of_ESP_listening_skills_Doctoral_dissertation_Athabasca_University
http://www.academia.edu/2032959/Palalas_A._2012_._Design_guidelines_for_a_Mobile-Enabled_Language_Learning_system_supporting_the_development_of_ESP_listening_skills_Doctoral_dissertation_Athabasca_University
http://www.meducationalliance.org/content/momaths
http://www.iste.org/STANDARDS
http://www.fcc.gov/document/funding-schools-and-libraries-wireless-internet-projects
http://www.urbanplanetmobile.com/mobiliteracy-uganda
http://sites.tufts.edu/projectabc/

