
Introduction



in Washington organised for UNESCO by the 
Consortium for School Networks, drew together 
emerging US practitioners, agencies, funders and 
stakeholders. The ŵ�ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ��ůůŝĂŶĐĞ�^ǇŵƉŽƐŝƵŵ, 
in September 2012, entitled WĂƌƚŶĞƌŝŶŐ�&Žƌ�^ĐĂůĞ�
�ŶĚ�/ŵƉĂĐƚ, illustrated the growing emphasis 
and direction of corporate and agency priorities. 
UNESCO was meanwhile releasing its tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�
WĂƉĞƌ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽŶ�DŽďŝůĞ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ



•	 Self-directed learning was shown to be 
effective with advanced students and learners 
but is not suitable for weaker students.

•	 Practitioners recommended designing for 
the lowest common denominator mobile 
technology in order to reach the greatest 
number of users. SMS, however, is not 
conducive to more complex hard and soft 
skills.

•	 Use of mobile devices during program 
implementation to collect information on 
user behaviours and skills acquisition can help 
program managers

The third UNESCO�DŽďŝůĞ�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�tĞĞŬ took 
place in Paris in February 2014. It included a 
symposium devoted to exploring the relationships 
between policy makers, programme managers, 
officials and researchers in the mobile learning 
space. The resulting publication drew attention 
to some complex and unliĀ,�᭐☀m漀Ā, noĀaཽŤ, 



This period also saw the emergence of research 
communities devoted to ICT for development, 
ICT4D, and mobiles for development, m4d, 



trajectories and objectives independent of 



Looking backwards, mobile learning is a 
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